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WCTA Update - April 1, 2026

Writing this report just before April Fools’ Day offers tempting opportunities for embellishment, but
rest assured—everything that follows is 100% factual.

After months of planning, the 62nd Annual WCTA Conference and Trade Show took place February
10-12, 2026, at the River Rock Casino Resort in Richmond, BC. Following a month of post-event

wrap-up, the dust has settled on what proved to be a record-breaking event on several fronts. Here’s
how it unfolded:

e Total attendance reached 484 turf management professionals, including 289 delegates, 180
supplier and service provider personnel, and 15 speakers.

e The main trade show floor sold out once again, requiring us to expand available space. In
total, 54 companies occupied 72 of 73 booths—the largest trade show ever held at the River
Rock and the most booth space utilized in nearly a decade.

e Hotel bookings totaled 328 room nights, comfortably exceeding our 269-room block and
matching last year’s volume exactly.

e The 25th Annual Silent Auction raised a record $14,549 —more than double (nearly triple)
last year’s total and far surpassing expectations. Heartfelt thanks go to all donors, bidders,
and especially our new auction chair, Tab Buckner (Township of Langley), for delivering this
outstanding result.

Looking ahead, the 63rd WCTA Annual Conference and Trade Show will return to the River Rock
Casino Resort on February 9-11, 2027. This will mark our lucky #7t" time at the venue, and we look
forward to seeing you there!



Foundations - Membership
As the unified voice for professional golf and sports field management in Western Canada, the WCTA

now stands at 690 members strong, with 39 new members since the start of our fiscal year on
October 1.

Foundations — Turf Research
The WCTA Board is pleased to announce continued support for valuable turfgrass research in 2026,
with approximately $14,000 in approved funding:

e Alberta Turfgrass Research Foundation (cooperative) — $5,000
e Northwest Turfgrass Association (cooperative) — $9,000

Foundations — Advocacy
The WCTA continues to monitor and advocate on several key industry issues:

e Metro Vancouver Under-25hp Gas-Powered Equipment Ban
This proposed regulation mirrors California’s policy and primarily targets high-emission 2-stroke
equipment such as line trimmers and backpack blowers. However, it also captures a broad range
of essential landscape and turf maintenance equipment that currently lack viable electric
alternatives. Paired with Metro Vancouver’s ban on natural gas heating in new construction, the
goal is a phased transition supported by electric options. Details on timelines, scope, and
implementation are still under development.

e Sanscorp Fraser River Dredging
The provincial dredging ban on the Fraser River near Maple Ridge— which had exclusively
affected Sanscorp Corporation, supplier of approximately 95% of the sand used on Lower
Mainland golf courses and sports fields—has been lifted.

Brody Long, Operations Manager at Sanscorp, stated, “We worked closely with the Province and
technical consultants to address concerns and establish a clear path forward. With monitoring
and adjustments now in place, we’re confident we can continue dredging responsibly while
maintaining a reliable long-term sand supply. We now have a solid understanding of expectations
and will keep working with the Province to ensure consistent availability.”

e BC Ministry of Environment Credit Coordinator Meeting
On March 17, for the first time in at least 16 years, the BC Ministry of Environment hosted an “All
Credit Coordinator” information-sharing meeting. Attendees included representatives from the
BC Fruit Growers, BC Golf Superintendents, BC Structural Pest Management, BC Wine Grape
Council, Integrated Environmental Plant Management Association of Western Canada, Integrated
Vegetation Management Association of BC, Lower Mainland Horticultural Improvement
Association, BC Cranberry Growers Association, and the WCTA.

The discussion was productive but moved slowly, with numerous questions and concerns raised.
Two notable policy issues emerged:

e The Ministry has tightened its position on Integrated Pest Management (IPM), becoming
reluctant to approve continuing education credits (CECs) for talks on fertility, irrigation, or
general IPM without clear “line of sight” proof.

e A new one-year shelf-life on seminar approvals has created significant administrative burden
and misalignment with the five-year recertification cycle.

Additional challenges discussed included inconsistent point approvals, lack of online attendance
verification standards, no cap on maximum points per year, and the absence of a master seminar
log or standard numbering system. We hope the Ministry will schedule follow-up meetings to
address these issues.



e Provincial Water Restrictions
With below-average snowpack across much of the province, water restrictions may become a
concern this summer. However, outcomes remain highly weather-dependent—a cold, wet spring
could change the picture quickly. The WCTA continues to engage with provincial regulators,
emphasizing that tailored water management plans are far more effective in terms of
conservation potential than arbitrary watering restrictions.

e Health Canada Proposal — Pesticide Application Using Drones
Health Canada is proposing to expand the use of remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS/drones)
for pesticide application. Currently, only a limited number of products are approved for drone
use. The new policy would allow RPAS application of all pest control products already approved
for conventional aerial use, without requiring label amendments.

Operators would still need to comply with Transport Canada requirements (including a valid RPAS
pilot certificate) and any provincial/territorial rules. This change aims to foster innovation,
provide greater flexibility, and align Canada with other jurisdictions while minimizing regulatory
burden. No implementation timeline has been announced.

e 2026 FIFA World Cup
Attracting over 5 billion viewers globally, the FIFA World Cup is considered the world’s largest
sporting event. Although not exactly an industry issue, the WCTA was pleased to assist PAVCO
(operator of BC Place) in recruiting turf management support for pitch maintenance during the
two-months of preparation and event execution.

Leveraging our large contact database and Employment Notification Service, we helped connect
eager professionals willing to have the experience of a lifetime this summer!

As always, there is far more activity than can be covered in this update. For the latest news, please
visit www.wcta-online.com.

Wishing you a successful 2026 season!
Respectfully submitted,

Jerry Rousseau
Executive Director
Western Canada Turfgrass Association
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Quarterly PTRC Update: Q3 January 2026

The ATRF started the New Year with optimism and excitement, as )

two premier research projects attempted to uncover some Comparative Ratings Week 5,2025 b ®:PSSousee
significant solutions for both horticultural and turfgrass industries. ' NV il
Our Drought Avoidance Project in partnership with the City of
Calgary and Sod Growers Commodity group will continue through
2026, as well as a new Tarping & Hardiness Study underway (Oct
2025).

Perennial Trail: YardSmart Species

An “inconvenient truth” was uncovered as we analyzed the data
for the City of Calgary and Sod Growers group in the drought
avoidance study. Data analysis in the final project uncovered an
anomaly resulting from our July rainfall which deposited 227mm;
equivalent to HALF the province's annual rainfall in just 5 weeks.
This external variable led to high soil moisture in un-irrigated plots,
challenging the statistical validity of our 0% ET treatments.
Inconclusive findings suggested soil saturation and subsequent
fluid dynamics of such a volume of rainfall had compromised the data, prompting the project extension. We are
appreciative of the City of Calgary and Sod Growers Commaodity group who agreed to collect data for another year.

We were able to deduct some findings at the end of 2025; After two years of study, we have validated the "one size fits
all”, the standard communication of 1”/wk/m? for residential homeowners was excessive. Considered a standard irrigation
practice for most, perennial species tested from the YardSmart list failed at this high rate. In each experimental unit where
80% ET treatments were applied, (the equivalent of 1”/m?/wk or 360L/m? over 15 weeks) we recorded failure of multiple
species, as soil conditions indicative of Alberta Clay Loam remained saturated and produced detrimental conditions for
plant growth.

Among YardSmart Perennials chosen in the study, the optimum watering rate was identified as 40-60% (ET) translating to
12-16 L/m?week as the preferred regime. This translates to between 180-240L required per m? for 15 weeks, the duration
of the trial.

[ oLos coutse
Comparative Turfgrass Treatments: Sod Treatments wk 1t
In the adjacent rainout shelter, Kentucky Bluegrass, Rye, Saltgrass and 0d freatments w
Fescue blends were tested and rated similarly high at the %%-inch (12

P/ ///& SRS Treatmint 2, O /week Rl
L/m?/week) and %-inch (16 L/m%week, 180-240L/m?*/season) regime. 5

Treatment 1, 3/4" /week -

In contrast to the perennial comparison, no turf mortality was recorded due
to overwatering the 1” treatment. This illustrated why overwatering of turf
species is less observed; the 1-inch/m?/wk (24L/m?/wk) rate did not express
obvious distress or decline despite the excessive rate as the images (right)
illustrate.

In the third and final year of the study, we hope to validate the more accurate
deficit of water loss across all 0%ET, 40% ET, 60% ET, and 80% ET
treatments.
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Alberta Turfgrass
Research Foundation

During this data evaluation of permeable tarps, several consistent trends were identified. Volatile temperature swings
showing negative correlation as the temperature increased, the CO2 dropped. This correlation confirms that the turf is
repeatedly being pushed back into an unhardened, active state. Further, a realized CO2 stability in sub-zero permeable
treatments suggests our CO2 floor is consistently 500-1000 ppm. Notably, temperature swings which produced cold,
high-humidity periods also increased Leaf Wetness and duration, which could be potentially increasing secondary disease
risk. Impermeable Tarp Systems showed more inconsistent CO2 accumulation and volatility with peaks consistently
occurring at night, reaching levels up to 11,145 ppm. The primary trigger for this extreme buildup thought to be the
absence of light (the diurnal cycle), which halts photosynthesis (a CO2 consumer) and leaves respiration (a CO2
producer) as the dominant process was identified, however Soil Oxygen levels in these systems remained stable (18% to
22%), contradicting the notion of severe soil-level suffocation. Expectedly, the impermeable tarp was shown to severely
inhibit gas exchange, allowing CO2 produced from aerobic respiration to build up to toxic levels. The core issue is one of
CO2 toxicity from trapped gas rather than a lack of oxygen at the root level.

Overall Trends and Anoxia Potential

Taking all factors into consideration, the first 100 days reveal a divergence in the primary risk mechanisms. For the
Permeable system, the anoxia risk is a function of temperature-driven physiological activity (respiration) during milder
periods, with a risk window defined by the seasonal +5C to +10C temperature range. For the Impermeable system, the
risk is a direct result of the tarp's material property (gas impermeability) amplifying the natural diurnal respiratory cycle,
leading to acute, toxic CO2 spikes every night. The key connection is that while both systems lead to conditions of higher
CO2 buildup, the permeable system's risk is more moderate and seasonal, whereas the impermeable system's risk is
immediate, extreme, and daily - driven by physical constraint over soil oxygen depletion. Dramatic and extended CO2
swings under the impermeable tarps suggest the microclimate is delaying the hardening process, which by extension is
resulting in potential suffocation/anoxic conditions.

The Next 100 days

We are evaluating a Winter Readiness Index (WRI) formula for actionable tarping protocol. Additional retrieved data in the
following years of the study will test this formula which aims to calculate a "Metabolic Momentum" of the turf which
identifies if the momentum is too high, covering it (especially with impermeable tarps) will trap excess heat and gases,
leading to "suffocation.” Essentially, we hope to establish a baseline for adequate hardening:

The Theoretical WRI Formula

To determine the readiness, we are evaluating a weighted approach where the plant's respiration rate validated by CO2
accumulation data is balanced against the environmental cooling.

COE (actual) Cbase

WRI =100 x [ 1—
Cpmk - Cﬁlﬂ.ﬁ‘é‘

Acknowledging the previous work of Tompkins, Rochette, Ross (2004) Mitigation of Anoxia under Ice and Impermeable
Covers on Annual Bluegrass Greens. Prairie Turfgrass Research Center, whose extensive research on this subject has
motivated these next steps. We thank the support from new sensor technology Partner IRIT Canada, and generous
sponsors Greenjacket and Brett Young for providing the insulator and tarping systems. Appreciation to our association
members who provide base funding for these projects, Manitoba GSA, SaskTurf, Alberta GSA, BCGSA, WCTA, LANTA,
Olds College, and the National Turfgrass Research Foundation, (formerly CTRF). JP

Alberta Turfgrass

Research Foundation
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